NEWS WAVE
APRIL 2016

GIVE & SURF QUARTERLY NEWSLETTER

Simple Things

By Tara Kelly, Intern & Volunteer Fall 2015-Spring 2016
When I was accepted to intern for Give & Surf in the
summer of 2015, I was ecstatic. I had finally found an
organization that I was truly interested in being a part of.
After interning for Give and Surf as the Marketing Coordinator for a whole semester, I had gained more
knowledge on what the organization stood for, the mission and vision of it, and I knew I had to visit the communities to see exactly what I had been spreading the word
about.
I had an idea of what to expect when I arrived to Panama from the pictures I had seen but It didn’t sink in and
become reality until we picked up the kids from their individual docks on our way to summer camp. The homes in these communities were shacks with no
electricity or clean running water. What was shocking to my friend and I was when Melissa called the
kids to come for the school boat, they came running out, through the muddy field, with no shoes on. It
did not faze a single kid that they were getting all muddy right before school, which would be a different
situation for a child going to school in the United States. They came running from their houses with no
complaints, huge smiles on their faces every morning, and a positive energy that was extremely contagious. Most would jump onto the boat and sit right on your lap or hold your hand like you had known
each other for some time. I have never seen so many children so excited to go to school!
I remember one day it was raining and we were all trying to cover with rain jackets and ponchos. Rodolfo took the rain jacket he was using to cover himself and gave it to Rebecca because she was getting
wet and cold. I had seen many little selfless acts performed by the children all week, whether it was
sharing snacks, sharing ponchos or simply assisting one
another with something, but this one really hit home for
me. These children are so happy with so little. They didn’t
have much, but they didn’t need much. Good company
and positive attitudes can go a long way in life no matter
what type of situation you are in.
I went on the trip to Panama planning to impact a few people’s lives, but in reality my life was the one that was impacted. My experience with Give & Surf has opened my
eyes to a side of the world I have never seen. We are so
privileged to live in the United States and we take for
granted so many things that other people don’t have access to. We need to remember the simple things in life that
give us happiness, just like the little children in Bocas.

A NOTE FROM NEIL...
2016 has been nothing short of spectacular for Give & Surf, just read this newsletter & you’ll start to see. Instead of summarizing all the goodies found in this newsletter, I bring to you a story about a person named
Vanessa Milton. My early days of starting Give & Surf needed a lot of things. One not to be overlooked was the
need for a local mother/teacher’s aide who could help me collect, calm, and comfort the hearts and minds of
some very timid children receiving formal instruction for the first time in their lives. I needed Vanessa. Over the
years, Vanessa has been part of my life and many others through helping at the school and just being “around”
you could say. We have developed an unspoken connection of appreciation and love for one another and the
children of Bahia Honda through smiles, laughs, and affection. We have spent Christmases giving gifts to the
kids and once cried together in front of the whole community when Tabitha, a previous teacher, left Give &
Surf. Unbeknownst to me through all these experiences a seed was planted and growing inside her. So about
9 months ago I was in the community hanging with Vanessa’s parents doing my normal community gossip chat
when I asked, "Where is Vanessa?" I got a matter of fact response from her mom Carmen, “Vanessa is at
school.” I looked at the school, didn’t see her, and since it was the weekend was super confused so I said,
“The school is closed, no one is there.” Carmen responded realizing how confused I was with a twinkle in her
eye, “You didn’t know? Vanessa is going to university in Changuinola to become a preschool teacher.” What
made me so happy to receive this news was that Vanessa made this decision to pursue this lofty goal on her
own. My focus all these years has been on the children and their future opportunities, but to realize a parent in
the community is dedicated to commute 2 hours every weekend to provide future generations of her community a better education is truly awe-inspiring.

DRAGO SCHOOL
Give & Surf was happy to partner with Surf for Life again this
year to reach the underserved
community of Bocas del Drago.
Previously, their 100+ students
had been crammed in a 3 room
school house, shed & medical
clinic to try and accommodate all
of the students. Now, thanks to
the collaboration of the local
community, Ministry of Education, Surf for Life and Give &
Surf, there is a plan for 2 new
classrooms to be added this
year. The first addition of a preschool classroom was completed in March and the second
room will be finished in July!
These may be the nicest classrooms Panama has ever seen!

FIRST QUARTER NEWS
Kindergarten Graduation
15 students graduated from Give & Surf’’s kindergarten program
in February! Many of these youngsters have been with Give &
Surf for the last 3 years & are now ready to head off to primary
school!
Bahia Roja Preschool Expands to 5 days per week
The Bahia Roja preschool & kindergarten is now being taught 5
days per week (instead of two) thanks to the addition of the new
classroom that was funded by Surf for Life in 2015. Marialena
Santos has stepped into the role of lead teacher for this expanded program!

Scholarships
We’ve expanded our scholarship program to
reach more students & communities in the Bocas Islands. Thanks to our big Back-to-School
fundraiser and individual sponsors, including
Education is Power, Wendy Hung, & Jungeun
You, we are able to provide over 40 high
school and university students with scholarships in 2016. We’re still looking for more
sponsors! Contact neil@giveandsurf.org if
you’re interested.

New Solarte Teacher’s House
Thanks to the dedication of Carl Von
Mertens & his crew, a new teacher’s
house was completed in February on Solarte Island. Carl, Jim, Sue, Ari, Peter &
Sarah came down for a week and got
right to work building this new 2 bedroom
house that will allow for the teachers to
live next to the school thus improving their
attendance, better connecting them to the
community, and helping to save them
money. It was amazing to see an entire
house get built in one week thanks to the
hard work of volunteers and the support
of the local community!

THANK YOU FOR BEING A ROCK STAR!
STAR!
The generosity of friends & partner organizations that continues to pour in never ceases to amaze us! Visit us
at www.giveandsurf.org and learn how to get involved. Here’s a shout out to a few of our biggest supporters!
∗

Thanks to Melissa Grani, Paki Gale, Juan David Isaac, Kay Heath, & Marti Kirschman for helping to plan &
coordinate this year’s Back-to-School Bash! And thanks to the hundreds of local business owners and residents who gave generously and helped us raise over $5,500 at the event!!!

∗

A special shout out to our board member, Elyse Eng, who raised over $6,000 & volunteered with us for the
third consecutive year!

∗

Eric & Robin Adams recently visited Bocas and brought down hundreds of new bathing suits so that we can
launch our new swim lesson & ocean safety program in style this June!

∗

PriceSmart in Las Brisas, Panama City donated $1,000 in materials, snacks & school supplies to Escuelita!

Thank You to Our First Quarter Volunteers!
Service Groups
•
•

Surf for Life California, USA
Students without Borders Academy Canada
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Carl Von Mertens
Peter Von Mertens
Ari Kurtz
Jim & Sue Callihan
Sarah & Peter Sandback
Marcus Clarke
Ashlin Conroy
Danica Nobbs
Sara Gonzalez
Emily Nichols

Emma Griffith
Chandra Stewart
Kathleen Killoy
Kristina Kulikow
Joan Berger
Jason Crane
Elyse Eng

Interns
•
•
•

Tara Kelly
Savannah Remmich
David Evanko

New Hampshire, USA
Massachusetts, USA
Massachusetts, USA
New Hampshire, USA
New Hampshire, USA
New York, USA
New York, USA
Alberta, Canada
Portugal

Minnesota, USA
Washington, USA
Massachusetts, USA
Massachusetts, USA
Ontario, Canada
Virginia, USA
California, USA
New York, USA
St. Michael’s College
Univ of North Texas/CATIE
California State University

